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The Getty Tomb is rectangular in form, with dimensions of
spproximately 14 feet in width and B feet in depth. It is
consiruited of grey Bedford Limestons, and rtests ur g 12 inch
sase, mace of four slabs of the same limestones The base extends
approximately i% incnes beyond the wallse A slab roof, more than
12 inches deep, covers the tomb anrd also projects slightly beycnd
tne walls. The top of this rootf is not flat, but has three broad
convex indentations running its full width, making the top of the
roof appear scalloped when viewed from elther side of the tomb.

A 2and ct intricate foliate basrelief ornament trims the lower
part of the four edges of the roof.

An arched doorway penetrates the front wall of the tomb, and
a semicircular window, or lunette, penetrates cach of the two sice
walls .

The limestone blocks of the lower half of each wall are of
smcotn ashlar finlsh, while the upper half of each wall is covered
an Incised all=over pattern cf octagonal panels anclosing eight- |
cointed stars. On the front and two slide walls, wide arches tnat '
ofgin above the ashlar flpish surround the top part of the doorway
and the lunettes. The deep widqe--shape stones, or voussolrs, that
form each arch are Incised with four corcentric semiclrcular cands
of toliate ornament that alternate wlth smooth surfaces.

The outer gates of the entrance and the grilles in the deep-
get lunettes are bronze with pierced designs of Sullivan's intricate
ornament, Behind the outer gates and deep wlthin the doorway is
the solid entrance door, also bronze, which is covered with bas-
relief ornament. -
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STATEMENT Ol; 5|GN|F|(:ANCEr '
The Getty Family Mausoleum, or Getty Temb, has long been recarded as
one of the finest structures designed by Louis Henry sullivan, architect,
writer, and philosopher. Sullivan, although partially educated at the X
historically oriented Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris, was a major force in
the attempt te create an original, indigencus American architecture. He
consclously rejected all 1iteral historic precendent in his designs.
| These designs were often embellished with his unique style of ornament,
base on follate or geometric forms which he conceived as being of, instead
of on, the bullding, Sullivan literally "grew" nis ornament out of the
structure, and is said to have drawn the design for the gates onthis
building himself, full size., This building is considered to poBsess some
of Sullivan's finest ornament,

i Although Sullivan was to die in peverty in 1924, this building was
designed at the helght of his career, in 1890, or roughly at the same time
as most of his other world famous deslonsy such as the Auditorium Theater
\1886-89), the Walnwright Building (1891), the Schiller Building {12792},
and the Transportation Building: for the Columbian Exposition (1893}, His:
later designs include the Schlesinger & Mayer {Carson, Pirie & Scott)
stoTe (1898-1901), gnd a series of small banks, most notably that at !
watonna, Minnesota {1%08). Throwgh his bulldings and later his wrlitings,
he was a mwajor influence on numerous archltects, particularly his cne--
time employee, Frank Lloyd Wright, :

T e e e

! Wright himself said that the Getty Tomb was "entirely Sullivan's
. own, a plece of sculpture, a statue, a great poem addressed te human
- sensibllities as such. Outside the realm of music what finer requiem,”

\§ The significance of this design was eazly recogni zed abroad; a plaster:

| cast of the doorway was _exhibited ang recelved an award at the Paris
E Exposition of 1900,

ceased wife of a promienet Chicago businessman, is located in Graceland
i Cemetery, the burial place of many promienet Chicagoans. It stands across
| @ pond from Sullivan's earler Ryerson Timb (1990), and only a short distance
/ away from the grave of Sullivan himself, The building was designated an
[ offical Chicago Landmark.in 1971 and a citation from the old Chicago nrcn-
%gecturi% %iggmarks Commiasion statess "se o o Stone and bronze stanc trans-

rmed et delicat ;
atlon to the lixing.“ Bs ornament, a requlem for the dead, an inspir-

} The structure itself, built as the tomb of Carrie Eliza Getty, de=
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1. Name of Site:

Common Getty Tomb

Historic
2.. Location:

Street and Number °  Township Section

Graceland Cemetery (Clark& Irving Park) in the rear .

City or Town Zip Code  Range ¥ Section

Chicago :

County

Cook
3. Clasgsification:

Category {check one) . _ Integrity (check one)

{ ) District ( ) Building ( ) Altered (X) Unaltered

{ ) SBite (X) Structure () Moved {x) Original Site
4. Ownership: Status (check one)

{x) Private ;‘ ' (x) Occupied

() Dublic . ( ) Unoccupied

( ) Preservation work in progress

Access to Public :
( ) Yez ( ) Restricted (x) Unrestricted { ) No

Present Use (check one or more)

() Agricultural { ) Industrial { ) Religious
( ) Commercial ( ) Military ( ) Scientific
( ) Educational ( ) Museum { ) Transportation
( ) Entertainment ( ) Park {x) Other (specify)
( ) Government ( ) Private Residence Mausoleum

5. Quwnership of Property:
Cwner's Name FPhone Number
Street and Number
City or Town‘
State - County Zip Code

6. Description: Rectlinear forms

(x) Excellent ( ) Good ( ) Fair ( ) Deteriorated ( ) Ruins ) Unexposed

Is there & program of preservation underway? (=% Yes ( ) No

o



7. Historical Themes : (check one or more of the following)

( ) Archeological Site (Pre~Columbian)

( ) Archeological Site (Post-Columbian to 1673)
( ) French Influence (1673-1780)

( ) Illinois Frontier (1780-1818)

( ) Illinois Early (1818-1850)

(x) Illinois Middle {1850-1900)

{ ) Illinois Late {1900-~-present )

{ ) Femous People (give names & dates)

8. Specific Date: 1890

Areas of significance (check one or more of the following)

{ ) Aboriginal (historic) {( )} Literature

{ ) Aboriginal (pre-historic) ( ) Military

( ) Agriculture { ) Music

(x) Architecture ( ) Political

() Art ( ) Religion/Thilosophy
( ) Commerce {( ) Science

( ) Communication { ) Sculpture

( )} Conservation { ) Social/Humanitarian
{ ) Education ( ) Theater

( ) Engineering ( ) Transportation

( ) Industry ( ) Urban Planning

( ) Invention ( ) Other (specify)

( ) Landscape Architecture

Brief statement of significance: (include all names and dates) Use
sdditionel sheets if necessary. National Register

9. Form prepared by: Louis Sullivan designed - reputed to be "the beginning

Neme and Title: of modernism,” Date: 6/23/75

Organization: Phone:

Street and number:

City or Town: County: Zip Code

During the course of the Survey we often.find it necessary to search for
references for a particular site. When filling out the Survey form, please list
according to the following example, published references to the site for which
forms are being completed. If a bibliography can be compiled, it will greatly
deduct from the Survey's task.
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